
St. James Lodge No. 47 F. & A.M. 
 

David Thomas Dodge, W.M.  Lloyd Gerald Pence, Secy., P.M. 

Thank all of you for electing me as Master 

for 2006. I will do my best to live up to your 

expectations. 

I will continue with the programs begun in 

2005 and try to expand our Charity program to  

include a disaster fund. It looks like Hurricanes may 

continue to be a problem for several years to come. If St. 

James could raise additional funds to have in reserve for 

other occurrences like Katrina, then, when the need arises, 

we could step up and do our part to help our brothers in 

need. I will welcome any ideas to accomplish this task. 

 
Last month when I was preparing the program to honor 

our departed brothers and our new members for 2005, I 

noticed that during the year we lost more brothers than we 

took into our lodge. If we checked, this could be the case 

every year considering the age gap in our membership. 

The percentage of members under 50 and especially 

those 36 and under is extremely low. If we want to look 

out, say 40 years to 2046; how many of us will still be 

here?  

 
Those young men in the age group from 21 and 36 are 

joiners. They join everything, from churches, Boy Scouts, 

soccer teams, country clubs, environmental groups, etc., 

but, with the exception of their church, they cannot receive 

the fellowship and brotherly love that Masonry can offer 

them. We need to introduce them to Masonry and I think 

they will like it. 

 
Guest night will be here sooner than we realize. Please 

start thinking about who you would like to have as a 

member. If you would like them for a friend, then they 

would make a good Mason. Invite them along with their 

wife to Guest night. Ask them as soon as possible and 

follow up frequently, because people forget with their busy 
schedules. 

 
Let’s have a good year and try to attend as many lodge 

meetings as possible. 

 
I look forward to seeing you in the Lodge. 

 
David T. Dodge, WM 

       Home: 924-1565 
dtbd357@bellsouth.net    Home: 924-1000 

315 Convention Street, Post Office Box 444, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
225-344-7658 

Web Site: http://www.stjameslodge47.org
Stated Communications: 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 

Monthly News letter for December 2005 – January 2006
HAPPY NEW YEAR to all!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

RECENT EVENTS 
Dec. 1 2006 Officers were installed and a fine meal was 
enjoyed by members, family members and guests. Installed were 

Worshipful Master *  David Thomas Dodge 
Senior Warden *   Mark Jefferey Paxton 
Junior Warden *  William Ellis Little 
Treasurer *   William Daniel Zollinger, P.M. 
Secretary *  Lloyd Gerald Pence, P.M. 
Chaplain  Ben Francis Melanson, P.M. 
Senior Deacon   Joseph George Richard, Jr. 
Junior Deacon  Timothy Hilary Atkins 
Master of Ceremonies Dr. James William Robinson, Jr. 
Senior Steward  Robert Ronald Zinn 
Junior Steward  Turhan Ak 
Tyler   Alfred James Blanchard 
* Denotes elected officers. Others are appointed  

Dec. 8 A special was held at 6 pm.  
The Initiation of 2 Brethren was attended by visiting Brother Dennis Shaw 
from Hanover Lodge # 799 in Melbourne, Australia. Also, participating in the 
degrees from local Lodges were W. Jack Claunch from Trinity Lodge # 372 
and W.M. Bill Womack of Istrouma #414. 

Dec. 15 Our deceased brothers were remembered. 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
Year 2006-----Tentative Schedule 

 

Jan. 5  
Bro. David Cattar will give a presentation on Masonic Education 
and Bro. Dennis Shaw will tell us about . 

Jan. 19 Grand Lodge Resolutions by M.W. Bro. Bill Brown 
Feb. 2 Review Programs for Charity 
Feb. 16  Grand Lodge Report 
Mar. 2 *Guest Night (Open/meal 6:30 PM) 
Mar. 16 Rededication & Re-obligation; 25 & 50 yr. Awards 
Apr. 6 *Grand Master’s Official Visit (Open/meal 6:30 PM) 
Apr. 20 Masonic Education Program 
May 4 *Honesty & Integrity Program (Open/meal 6:30 PM) 
May 18  TBA 
-----Begin Casual Summer Attire, except for Degrees-----  
Jun. 1 St. John the Baptist Program 
Jun. 15 *Honor the Flag of Our Country Program 
Jul. 6 4th of July Program 
Jul. 20 Treasurer’s Report & Committee Reports 
Aug. 3 Masonic Education Program 
Aug. 17 TBA 
------------------------End Casual Summer Attire------------------- 
Sep. 7 *Guest Night (Open/meal 6:30 PM) 
Sep. 21 Remembrance Night (Deceased Brothers) 
Oct. 5 *Past Masters’ Night (Open/meal 6:30 PM) 
Oct. 19 TBA 
Nov. 2 St. John the Evangelist & Election of 2007 Officers 
Nov. 16 *Thanksgiving Program (Open/meal 6:30 PM) 
Dec. 7 Install Officers for 2007 (Open/meal 6:30 PM) 
 

* Represents possible entertainment 
TBA = To Be Arranged 
 

 

Other Masonic Events – 
 

Downtown York Rite Bodies meet regularly on the 1st Saturday of each 
month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. Scottish Rite Baton 
Rouge Valley meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Acacia Shrine Temple meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. with dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
The Lodge of The Nine Muses, U.D., F.&A.M., meets on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month in the Red Room of St James Lodge. If 
you are interested in visiting, contact one of the members to find 
time, dress code and other details. Ernest Easterly, W.M., Ricks 
Bowles, S.W., Adib Shala, J.W., Sam Roberts, Treasurer, Larry Moore, 
Secretary, William Mollere, Chaplain, Naresh Sharma, Sr. Deacon, Danny 
Smith, Master of Ceremonies, Gerard Ruth, Sr. Steward, Robert Zinn, Jr 
Steward, Kristopher Easterly, Tyler, Tim Atkins, Jim Pecoraro 

SICKNESS AND RELIEF 
Our Tyler, Al Blanchard, has been ill and in hospital with a heart 
problem. He should be home by now. A card can help cheer him up, 
and he would welcome your prayers.  

50-year member, Wesley M Chatellier, joined the Celestial Lodge on 
Friday, Nov. 25, 2005. 
Past Master of St. James Lodge # 47, Cecil P. Loechelt joined the 
Celestial Lodge on Monday, November 28, 2005. 
50-year member, Sara Hearn Russell II, joined the Celestial Lodge on 
Wednesday, December 7, 2005  

Our prayers are for strength and comfort for their families. 
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GIFT OF THE MAGI 
 
"What do you think happened to me in there tonight?" asked 

the New Brother of the Old Tiler. 
 
"Someone give you a dollar?" 
 
"No, of course not!" 
 
"You give someone a dollar?" 
 
"Certainly not!" 
 
"Well, I can't imagine what happened. Men don't usually get 

as excited as you are except about getting or giving dollars. 
What did happen?" 

 
"Brother Smith asked me if I would stand for election as 

Junior Steward in December!" 
 
"Most natural and reprehensible of Brother Smith!" chuckled 

the Old Tiler. "Of course you told him you would be pleased to 
do so." 

 
"Why was it natural and why was it reprehensible, and of 

course I did nothing of the sort!" answered the New Brother. 
 
"It is natural for men to ask their friends if they want office. It 

is reprehensible, because Masonry is not supposed to have 
any politics. An election is supposed to be like a wen, 
something that just grows without and previous warning or 
conversation! But why didn't you accept with pleasure?" 

 
"I didn't accept at all! What would I want be an officer for?" 
 
"Why not?" 
 
"Why, Old Tiler, you know well enough why not! I have 

heard you talk before about the responsibilities of office. An 
officer has to serve at least seven years before he gets to the 
East in this lodge. He has to learn degrees and attend 
meetings and go to all funerals and visit the sick and labor 
instructing candidates and I don't know what all besides. Why 
should I run my head into any such noose as that? What does 
the officer get out of it, anyway? Nothing but fifty dollars' 
worth of square and compasses to hang on a blue ribbon on 
his coat and for the rest of his life have some Master say, 
'You are cordially invited to a seat in the East!' Not for me, 
thank you!" 

 
"No, very evidently not for you," agreed the Old Tiler. Did 

you tell Brother Smith all this?" 
 
"I sure did!" 
 
"What did he say?" 
 
"He didn't say anything. He just looked shocked!" 
 
"I can understand that," mused the Old Tiler, placidly. "Most 

men are shocked when they go to a friend to do him honor 
and make him the priceless gift, and he laughs in their faces 
and calls their gift trash." 

 

"Say, hold on a minute! What are you talking about? He 
didn't try to give me anything. He tried to wish something on 
me. He tried..." 

 
"Oh, no, he didn't!" contradicted the Old Tiler. "You are 

laboring under a misapprehension. You evidently think a 
lodge has to beg members to be her servants. Such is not 
the case. The lodge looks around to see which of her sons 
she shall honor. Through a few men she picked you. 
Brother Smith came to you with the Gift of the Magi in his 
hands. Of course, the gift is not his to make, it is the lodge's 
to make. But just because there is, now and then, the 
unappreciative, non-understanding member, who would 
tread on pearls if they were thrown before him, to get at the 
swill of ease and luxury instead of the jewels of labor and 
their reward, the lodge allows certain of its brethren to 
sound out the others before it offers them the position by an 
election. 

 
"The lodge looks upon the election to the junior end of the 

line as a signal honor. In all probability, the man elected 
Junior Steward this year will be the Master seven years 
hence. At least he can be, if he has ability and love for 
Masonry and sticks to his job. So the lodge feels that in 
saying to a brother 'you may be a Master in seven years; at 
least, we will trust you to try, as we will try you in trust,' it is 
paying him the greatest compliment outside of an actual 
election to the East which it can pay. As betrothal is to 
marriage, so is election to the foot of the line to the 
Mastership. 

 
"To be Master of a lodge is a position of responsibility. It 

means work. It means effort. It means trials. It means 
difficulty. But it also means much in education, in assurance 
on one's feet, in knowledge of character and strength of will 
and wit. Being a Master brings great rewards, of which your 
'fifty dollars' worth of gold' is but a symbol, not the 
substance. 

 
"But we all make mistakes, and Brother Smith and I both 

made one. When he asked me about you, I said you had 
good stuff in you. So he spoke to you, but you don't want to 
bring it out for the lodge. That's your business. It was our 
error. So we will take the better man." 

 
"Why...why didn't you take the better man in the first 

place?" asked the New Brother. 
 
"Oh, we didn't know he was the better man until you told 

us so. You had concealed it from us. We thought you had 
Master's quality in you. Willingness to serve, love of your 
fellows, desire to be something in Masonry for what it will 
do for you and what you can do for others; these make a 
Master's quality. Bur we were mistaken." 

 
"No, I was mistaken," cried the New Brother remorsefully. 

"Do you suppose I could unconvince Brother Smith?" 
 
"Not this year," answered the Old Tiler. "You have a year 

to try." 
Send newsletter submissions to Bob Zinn, 

bz@chem.lsu.edu
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