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Monthly News letter for August – September 2005
RECENT EVENTS 

 

Aug. 4 Regular meeting 
Aug. 18 We raised a new Master Mason 

 (End Casual Summer Attire) 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
August 27 (Saturday): St. James has accepted a request, by M.W.: 
Grand Master Harold Ballard, to host a Masonic Play titled "A Rose 
Upon The Altar" at a special open meeting (with wives and meal) of 
the 13th District Masons. Schedule is 11:30AM Fellowship, Noon 
Lunch, and 1:30PM Play. 
 

September 1 (Thursday): GUEST NIGHT Open Meeting invite  
wives and guests.          6:00PM fellowship, 6:30PM dinner. 
Sep. 15 Remembrance Night: Deceased Brothers 
September 17-18:                            Baton Rouge Valley of Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite will hold its Fall Reunion. 
Oct. 6 Past Masters’ Night (Open/meal 6:30)* 
Oct. 20 Masonic Education Program 
Nov. 3 St. John the Evangelist, Election of Officers for 2006 
Nov. 17 Thanksgiving Program (Open/meal 6:30) * 
Dec. 1 Installation of 2006 Officers(Open/meal 6:30) 
Dec. 15 TBA 
 

Other Masonic Events - 
Downtown York Rite Bodies meet regularly on the 1st Saturday of each 
month at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast at 7:30 a.m. Scottish Rite Baton 
Rouge Valley meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Acacia Shrine Temple meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. with dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
The Lodge of The Nine Muses, U.D., F.&A.M., meets on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month in the Red Room of St James Lodge. If 
you are interested in visiting, contact one of the members to find 
time, dress code and other details. Ernest Easterly, W.M., Ricks 
Bowles, S.W., Adib Shala, J.W., Sam Roberts, Treasurer, Larry Moore, 
Secretary, William Mollere, Chaplain, Naresh Sharma, Sr. Deacon, Danny 
Smith, Master of Ceremonies, Gerard Ruth, Sr. Steward, Robert Zinn, Jr 
Steward, Kristopher Easterly, Tyler, Tim Atkins, Jim Pecoraro 
Nov. 9  Lodge of 9 Muses: Open Table Lodge  
At the Camelot Club, Brother Robert Davis, 33°, Grand Cross, 
Executive Secretary of the Valley of Guthrie, will be the keynote 
speaker. See any member for tickets. 

 

Sickness and Relief 
 Remember our sick brethren, which include Dr. Barry C. 
Scott and Dr. Thomas P. Raggio. 
 
 

Announcement: 
 Be advised that our members no longer have free 
Thursday night parking in the parking lots owned by St James 
Episcopal Church. They have begun charging for parked cars 
between the unusual hours of 10:00PM and 2:00AM. Hopefully, 
the parking garage to the west of the Lodge on Third Street will be 
completed in a few months and free evening parking will be 
available there. 
"Rays of Masonry" by Dewey H. Wollenstein-1953 
 

YOU ARE MASONRY 
 

What is Masonry? Let us for the moment lay aside the general 
definitions. Let us even ignore for the moment our own conception of 
our time-honored Institution. 
 

There is a great Temple under construction. Men are busy and have 
been busy for centuries in the erection of this magnificent edifice. Let 
us call it the Temple of Life. There is a beauty beyond the power of 
words to express. There is a sacred atmosphere that inspires every 
worker to do more than his share of the work. There is work, but it is 
not the burdensome toil of the slave. Every worker is a king in his own 
right. There is a communism of character. All men working together, 
each for the good of all. What will mar the tranquility of this scene? 
Just the fact that men are always looking forward to a greater beauty 
than they know at the present. They seek a Finished Beauty. The 
quest is in vain. Today is the only victory on the morrow that he has not 
achieved today. Then the awful tragedy. The day when there are no 
designs upon the trestleboard. Man's inhumanity to God has caused 
the work to cease. The spirit is killed. The beauty that was there is now 
cold and without form. 
 

Who is responsible for the darkness that now covers the Temple of 
Life? I am to blame. You are to blame. We failed to see that the Spirit 
was in the building of the Temple, not in the completed edifice. 
 

The Spirit of Masonry is in the Mason. 
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(continued from page 1, “From The East”) 

Viz. --- The Surveying department of the City of Washington. 

Mayor and Corporation of George-Town.  
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Virginia Artillery.  

Commissioners of the City of Washington, and their attendants.  

Stone Cutters, Mechanics, Two Sword Bearers.  

Masons of the 1st. Degree.  

Bibles &c. on the Grand Cushions.  

Deacons with Staffs of Office.  

Masons of the 2d degree.  

Stewards with wands.  

Masons of the 3d degree.  

Wardens with truncheons  

Secretaries with tools of office.  

Past Master with their Regalia.  

Treasurers with their Jewels.  

Band of music.  

Lodge No. 22, of Virginia, disposed in their own order.  

Corn, Wine, and Oil.  

Grand Master P.T. George Washington , W.M. No. 22, Virginia,  

Grand Sword Bearer.  

 

   The procession marched two a-breast, in the greatest solemn 

dignity, with music playing, drums beating, colors flying, and spectators 

rejoicing; from the President's Square to the Capitol, in the City of 

Washington; where the Grand Marshall called a halt, and directed each 

file in the procession, to incline two steps, one to the right, and one to 

the left, and face each other, which formed a hollow oblong square; 

through which the Grand Sword Bearer led the van; followed by the 

Grand Master P.T. on the left --- the President of the United States in 

the Centre, and the Worshipful Master of Number 22, Virginia, on the 

right --- all the other orders, that composed the procession advanced, 

in the reverse of their order of march from the President's Square, to 

the south-east corner of the Capitol; and the Artillery filed off to a 

defined ground to display their maneuvers and discharge their cannon: 

The President of the United States, the Grand Master, P.T. and the 

Worshipful M. of No. 22, taking their stand to the East of a huge stone; 

and all the Craft, forming a circle westward, stood a short time in silent 

awful order; 

 

The Artillery discharged a Volley. 

   The Grand Marshall delivered the Commissioners, a large Silver 

Plate with an inscription thereon which the missioners orders to be 

read, and was as follows: 

 

This South East corner Stone, of the Capitol of the United States 

of America in the City of Washington, was laid on the 18th day of 

September 1793, in the thirteenth year of American Independence, in 

the first year of the second term of the Presidency of George 

Washington, whose virtues in the civil administration of his country 

have been as conspicuous and beneficial, as his Military valor and 

prudence have been useful in establishing her liberties, and in the year 

of Masonry 5793, by the Grand Lodge of Maryland, several Lodges 

under its jurisdiction, and Lodge No. 22, from Alexandria, Virginia. 

 

 Thomas Johnson, David Steuart and Daniel Carroll, 

Commissioners, Joseph Clark, R.W.G.M. pro tem,., James Hobam and 

Stephen Hallate, Architects.” Collin Williamson, Master Mason. 

 

The Artillery discharged a volley. The Plate was then delivered to 

the President, who, attended by the Grand Master pro tem., and three 

Most worshipful Masters, descended to the cavazion trench and 

deposited the plate, and laid it on the corner-stone of the Capitol of the 

United States if America, on which were deposited corn, wine, and oil, 

when the whole congregation joined in reverential prayer, which was 

succeeded by Masonic chanting honors, and a volley from the Artillery. 

 

The President of the United States, and his attendant brethren, 

ascended from the carazion to the East of the corner-stone, and there 

the Grand Master pro tem., elevated on a triple rostrum, delivered an 

oration fitting the occasion, which was received with brotherly love and 

commendation. At intervals during the delivery of the oration several 

volleys were discharged by the Artillery. The ceremony ended in 

prayer, Masonic chanting honors, and a 15-volley from the Artillery. 

 

The whole company retired to an extensive booth, where an ox of 

five-hundred pounds weight was barbecued, of which the company 

generally partook with every abundance of other recreation. The 

festival concluded with fifteen successive volleys from the Artillery, 

whose military discipline and maneuvers merit every commendation. 

Before  dark the whole company departed with joyful hopes of the 

production of their labor. 

  
 

 

My thanks for the contributions to this issue of the news letter! Send newsletter submissions to Bob Zinn, bz@chem.lsu.edu
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